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On 11 March, we welcomed Skills Trades Training to our 
kura for their information seminar on how to become an 
electrical apprentice. At break two, our Year 11 and 13 
students gathered in the library at for the seminar. 

Skills Trades Training are offering a FREE Electrical 1-day 
programme in the school holidays, where students can 
take part in hands-on electrical activities.

Staff from the NZDF visited Fraser on Monday 23 March. 
Thank you to the NZ Defence Force and their guest 
speaker, Texas, who ran an information session for our 
students. We had an awesome session with 34 students 
who learnt about various opportunities that may suit them. 

Check out the Careers and Vocational Noticeboard 
outside the library — for scholarships, visiting providers, 
notices and opportunities.

Itʼs been a fantastic start to the year for our vocational pathways, with high attendance at recent visits 
from the University of Waikato and Wintec. It was particularly encouraging to see our Year 11 aakonga 
already exploring their future options; both institutions will return later this year for those who missed 
out. The Waikato Trades Academy and our Work Experience programmes successfully kicked off in Week 3. 

Careers & Vocational
Electrical Apprentice 
Seminar for Seniors

The New Zealand  
Defence Force (NZDF)

University of Waikato 
& University of Otago

Thank you to the University of Waikato (UoW) and 
the University of Otago who both held seminars and 
information sessions for our Year 12 and 13 students. An 
awesome group of 56 students attended the UoW session 
with Chloe. We learnt what they have to offer and our 
students showed great interest.

Three of our students gained scholarships for Otago  
University last year, and students were given advice and 
encouragement to apply this year. 

Congratulations to Year 13 Lennox Boyer, 
who has been selected to be part of a 
Ministry of Education initiative called the 
‘Waikato Youth Secondary Tertiary Advisory 
Group - Waikato Te Ara Tohu Puumanawa 
Taiohi’. It is an awesome opportunity for 
Lennox to provide input on education 
transitions, pathways and initiatives, ensuring 
they are innovative and relevant to learners.  

A word from Lennox  “I am honoured 
to have been chosen for the WYSTAG 
advisory group. I hope to meet like-
minded students who want to help 
improve the school system. As a 
member of the advisory group, it is my 
goal to make school more accessible 
and accepting.  The Waikato Youth 
Secondary Advisory Group, or Te Ara Tohu 
Puumanawa Taiohi, provides advice and 
a student perspective to the Waikato 
Ministry of Education.”

Waikato Youth Advisory Group
Waikato Te Ara Tohu Puumanawa Taiohi

Giselle Williams took to the field 
with HOKONUI U13 Team in 
Wellington at the NZ Marching 
Championships. With several girls 
new to her team, they aniticipated 
that this season was always going 
to be a big learning experience.  

Her team showed courage, 
commitment and a willingness 
to learn every step of the way. 
Their confidence grew each 
week and their hard work paid 
off. To top it off, Giselle’s team 
is now three-time New Zealand 
Champions, which is an incredible 
achievement.  They were awarded 
1st Technical Team, 3rd for Display 
Team and the overall New Zealand 
U13 Champion team.  We are so 
very proud of Giselle daring to 
succeed in her chosen sport.

Marching Championships
New Zealand Champions
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What an absolutely beautiful day celebrating the richness 
of our Pacific cultures and languages at the ASB Polyfest, 
on the 20th of March. It was wonderful to have our Senior 
Pacific Studies, Gagana Samoa, Lea Faka-Tonga and 
student leaders enjoy this year’s festival. From the vibrant 
performances to the powerful stories shared on stage, the 
day was filled with pride, unity and love.

We would like to thank the Aiga Tasi teachers for their support 
of the trip. This year was the biggest group we’ve ever taken, 
a total of 102 students in attendance.

Polyfest 2026 
Celebrating the richness of the Pacific
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Western Community Centre Youth Hub Update
 Construction Starting July
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By Winihi Parker
�$�W���.�L�U�L�N�L�U�L�U�R�D���)�D�P�L�O�\���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���7�U�X�V�W����

�Z�H���V�H�H���¿���U�V�W�K�D�Q�G���K�R�Z���S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O���L�W���L�V���Z�K�H�Q��
a child feels truly seen. For tamariki 
�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�L�Q�J���K�D�U�G�V�K�L�S�����P�R�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���M�R�\��
are not always guaranteed. This is why the 
mahi of The Cake Detective Charitable 
Trust is so deeply special.
�)�R�X�Q�G�H�G���L�Q�������������I�U�R�P���R�Q�H���V�L�P�S�O�H���D�Q�G��

�K�H�D�U�W�I�H�O�W���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�����³�:�K�D�W���K�D�S�S�H�Q�V���W�R��
children who never receive a birthday 
�F�D�N�H�"�´�����7�K�H���&�D�N�H���'�H�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Z�D�V���E�X�L�O�W���R�Q���D��
kaupapa of manaakitanga and aroha. Their 
belief is clear: every child deserves to be 
�F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�G�����Q�R���P�D�W�W�H�U���W�K�H�L�U���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V��
�$�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���:�D�L�N�D�W�R�����W�K�H�L�U���L�P�S�D�F�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q��

�H�[�W�U�D�R�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\�����������������S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�L�V�H�G���E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\��
�F�D�N�H�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���J�L�I�W�H�G���W�R���W�D�P�D�U�L�N�L����
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���������������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H����������������������
years alone. Each cake is thoughtfully 
�F�U�H�D�W�H�G���W�R���U�H�À���H�F�W���D���F�K�L�O�G�¶�V���I�D�Y�R�X�U�L�W�H���W�K�L�Q�J�V����
�G�L�H�W�D�U�\���Q�H�H�G�V�����D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V�����7�K�L�V���V�H�Q�G�V���D��
powerful message to tamariki that this cake 
was made just for them.
�)�R�U���.�)�6�7���Z�K�—�Q�D�X�����W�K�L�V���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S��

has created moments that stay with our 

tamariki long after the candles 
�D�U�H���E�O�R�Z�Q���R�X�W�������������F�D�N�H�V���Z�H�U�H��
delivered to the tamariki we 
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���M�X�V�W���O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�����R�I�W�H�Q���G�X�U�L�Q�J��
times of instability or transition. 
With KFST kaimahi referring 
�W�D�P�D�U�L�N�L���D�Q�G���U�D�Q�J�D�W�D�K�L�����W�K�H�V�H��
cakes are frequently delivered 
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�U�X�V�W�H�G���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V����
�V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����W�U�X�V�W����
and belonging.
We are incredibly grateful to The 

Cake Detective Charitable Trust 
for the heart they bring to our community. 
Their mahi is not just about birthdays. It 
�L�V���D�E�R�X�W���U�H�V�W�R�U�L�Q�J���M�R�\�����F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���P�H�P�R�U�L�H�V����
and reminding our tamariki that they are 
worthy of celebration.

More Than a Cake – A Moment That Tells Our 
Tamariki They Matter

�)�R�U���Q�H�D�U�O�\���������\�H�D�U�V�����W�K�H���&�H�Q�W�U�H���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q��
�D�W���W�K�H���K�H�D�U�W���R�I���R�X�U���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J��
�D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�����V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�����S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�V�����H�Y�H�Q�W�V����
and countless memorable moments.
We are excited to share a key milestone 

in our journey. The transformation of the 
unused sports changing rooms next to 
�W�K�H���&�H�Q�W�U�H���L�Q�W�R���D���E�U�D�Q�G���Q�H�Z���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\��
space for our children and youth is now 
�P�R�Y�L�Q�J���D�K�H�D�G�����$�O�O���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���S�O�D�Q�����W�K�H��
project will be completed in October.
Located directly across from the skate 

�S�D�U�N���D�Q�G���E�D�V�N�H�W�E�D�O�O���F�R�X�U�W�����W�K�L�V���Q�H�Z��
�K�X�E���Z�L�O�O���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���D���V�D�I�H�����Z�H�O�F�R�P�L�Q�J��
environment where children and young 
�S�H�R�S�O�H���F�D�Q���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�����D�F�F�H�V�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W��
�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�����D�Q�G���H�Q�J�D�J�H���Z�L�W�K���R�X�U���\�R�X�W�K��
workers.
�2�X�U���J�R�D�O���U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���W�R���U�D�L�V�H��������������������

to renovate the space. At the time of 
�Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�����Z�H���K�D�Y�H���U�D�L�V�H�G����������������������������
with a few more fundraising initiatives 
still in the pipeline. We have also 
�U�H�O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G���R�X�U���*�L�Y�H�D�O�L�W�W�O�H���S�D�J�H�����D�Q�G��
donations can also be made at our 
reception.
A big thank you to all funders and 

supporters who have contributed so 
�I�D�U�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���/�H�Q���5�H�\�Q�R�O�G�V���7�U�X�V�W����
�/�R�W�W�H�U�\���*�U�D�Q�W�V���%�R�D�U�G�����*�U�D�V�V�U�R�R�W�V��
�7�U�X�V�W�����:�(�/���(�Q�H�U�J�\���7�U�X�V�W�����'�9���%�U�\�D�Q�W��
�7�U�X�V�W�����*�D�O�O�D�J�K�H�U���&�K�D�U�L�W�D�E�O�H���7�U�X�V�W����
�*�O�H�Q�L�F�H���	���-�R�K�Q���*�D�O�O�D�J�K�H�U���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q����
�7�U�X�V�W���:�D�L�N�D�W�R�����7�K�H���/�L�R�Q���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q����
�$�O�W�U�X�V�D���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�I���+�D�P�L�O�W�R�Q����
�/�R�G�J�H���7�D�Z�K�L�U�L�����&�D�P�E�U�L�G�J�H���'�U�D�L�Q�D�J�H��
�D�Q�G���(�D�U�W�K�Z�R�U�N�V�����D�Q�G���+�D�P�L�O�W�R�Q���&�H�Q�W�U�D�O��
�5�R�W�D�U�\�����D�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���Z�K�R���K�D�V��
donated directly or online.
Every contribution helps bring this 

vision to life for future generations. To 
�G�R�Q�D�W�H���R�U���O�H�D�U�Q���P�R�U�H�����S�O�H�D�V�H���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���1�H�L�O��
�7�R�O�D�Q���R�Q���������������������������H�[�W�������R�U���P�D�Q�D�J�H�U�#
�Z�F�F�K�D�P���R�U�J���Q�]�����R�U���7�R�P���+�X�Q�W���D�W���7�R�P��
Hunt@wccham.org.nz.
www.westerncommunitycentre.org.nz




